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“To  make  cities  is  what  we  are 
here  for.  For  the  city  is  strategic;  it 
makes  the  towns;  the  towns  make 
the  villages;  the  villages  make  the 
country.  He  who  makes  the  city 
makes  the  world.  After  all,  though 
men  make  life,  it  is  the  cities  which 
make  men.  Whether  our  national 
life  is  great  or  mean,  whether  our 
social  virtues  are  mature  or  stunted, 
whether  our  sons  are  moral  or 
vicious,  whether  religion  is  possible 
or  impossible,  depends  upon  the  city." 


HENRY  DRUMMOND 


*E  ARE  HAPPY  TO  ANNOUNCE 
to  the  men  and  women  of  Chicago 
that  Mr.  William  Wrigley,  Jr.,  has 
contributed  $50,000  toward  a  fund  of  $100,000 
for  a  fitting  treatment  of  the  four  Michigan 
Avenue  bridge  houses.  This  gift  is  especially 
generous  because  Mr.  Wrigley,  at  the  request 
of  the  Chicago  Plan  Commission,  has  spent 
already  an  extra  $20,000  on  the  beautification  of 
the  entrance  to  his  monumental  building. 


Matching  his  public  spirit,  the  F erguson  Fund 
T rustees  have  contributed  the  additional  $  50,000 
for  the  bridge  houses.  The  Chicago  Plan  Commis¬ 
sion  expresses  for  both  these  gifts  the  appreciation 
which  will  be  felt  by  all  the  citizens  of  Chicago. 

Through  the  money  thus  provided  it  will  be 
possible  to  make  the  bridge  houses  architectur¬ 
ally  beautiful  and  historically  significant,  a  fitting 
cap-stone  to  the  Michigan  Avenue  improve¬ 
ment.  The  site  of  Fort  Dearborn  and  the  spot 
where  stood  the  first  white  man’s  house  con¬ 
structed  in  Chicago  are  both  included  in  the 
plazas,  and  both  will  be  commemorated.  The 
Michigan  Avenue  improvement  is  already  nota¬ 
ble  for  imposing  views.  The  bridge  houses  will 
add  artistic  charm  and  a  link  with  the  past, 
elements  that  we  shall  appreciate  more  and  more 
in  Chicago  as  the  city  grows  older. 

Not  only  for  the  direct  result  but  also  for  its 
influence  toward  the  finer  and  better  city  of  the 
future,  do  we  value  these  public  spirited  bene¬ 
factions.  They  cannot  fail  to  point  the  way  to 
others  who  will  be  called  upon  to  aid  in  em¬ 
bellishing  the  improved  South  Water  Street. 


Decorative  features  and  sculpture  must  be  pro¬ 
vided  to  make  the  Chicago  River  attractive,  like 
European  water-courses,  and  an  object  of  beauty 
instead  of  ugliness. 

This  treatment  of  the  public  thorougnfares 
will  raise  the  standard  of  private  architecture. 
It  will  have  a  decisive  influence  on  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  buildings  along  Michigan  Avenue 
from  Randolph  Street  to  Chicago  Avenue,  as 
well  as  along  South  Water  Street  and  eventu¬ 
ally  along  the  entire  north  side  of  the  river. 
Michigan  Avenue  and  South  Water  Street,  con¬ 
nected  and  beautified,  will  become  as  widely  known 
as  the  Place  de  la  Concorde  in  Paris,  Trafalgar 
Square  and  Hyde  Park  in  London,  the  Ring- 
strasse  in  Vienna  andUnter  den  Linden  in  Berlin. 

Such  accomplishment  in  the  future  will  be 
only  a  logical  continuation  of  the  record  of  the 
past,  because  the  history  of  Chicago  is  replete 
with  achievement.  The  growth  in  eighty-four 
years,  within  the  span  of  an  extended  life,  from 
the  swampy  Indian  village  to  a  city  of  nearly 
three  million  people,  is  in  itself  almost  a  miracle. 
The  world  knows  no  parallel. 

There  has  been  one  advance  after  another. 
Early  the  city  pulled  itself  out  of  the  mud  and 
made  possible  drainage,  by  raising  the  level  of 
the  streets  fourteen  feet.  Later  came  the  mag¬ 
nificent  system  of  parks  and  boulevards  encir¬ 
cling  the  city.  The  far-reaching  desolation  of 
the  great  fire  was  repaired  within  a  few  years. 
In  1893  rose  t^le  wonder-revealing  World’s  Fair 
with  its  vision  splendid.  The  drainage  canal 
reversed  the  current  of  the  Chicago  River  to 
provide  pure  water  and  promote  the  public 
health.  The  Chicago  Plan,  conceived  by  the 


genius  of  Daniel  H.  Burnham  and  given  to  the 
city  by  the  liberality  of  the  Commercial  Club, 
shows  the  greater  city  to  come,  more  conven¬ 
ient  for  business, more  comfortable  and  attractive 
for  living,  with  incalculable  benefits,  economic 
and  social,  for  all  the  people.  The  initial  under¬ 
takings,  Roosevelt  Road  and  Michigan  Avenue, 
are  almost  completed,  and  the  city  is  moving 
toward  the  realization  of  the  entire  plan. 

What  is  it  that  has  brought  Chicago  to  this 
point  and  enabled  it  to  weld  together  an  un¬ 
broken  chain  of  achievements?  The  answer  is, 
men.  Men  make  cities.  Whenever  needed  in 
the  past,  men  were  not  wanting,  men  of  vision 
and  foresight,  stalwart  men  who  recognized  the 
potentialities  of  their  city,  believed  in  its  future 
and  were  unafraid.  Their  example  inspired 
others;  obstacles  were  overcome  and  “I  Will” 
was  permanently  emblazoned  upon  the  shield  of 
Chicago.  The  fine  contributions  now  announced 
show  that  the  public  spirit  of  the  citizens  of 
Chicago  still  lives,  and  therein  lies  the  promise 
of  the  future. 

Daniel  H.  Burnham  knew  whereof  he  spoke 
when  he  said: 

“What  a  wonderful  lot  of  men  and  women 
Chicago  has.  Nothing  remains  to  be  accom¬ 
plished  that  cannot  be  done  with  our  Chicago 
men  and  women  as  the  power  behind.” 

Every  day  the  people  of  Chicago  are  doing 
things  to  justify  this  confidence.  Men  and 
women,  we  appeal  to  you,  do  not  falter.  The 
Chicago  Plan  is  your  plan,  your  ideal  for  the 
city  that  you  love.  Sustain  it,  bear  it  ever  for¬ 
ward,  and  the  prophecy  of  the  great  empire 


‘Drawing  by  Graham ,  Andenon ,  Probst  £r>  White 

ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  DOLL; 
WRIGLEY  JR.  AND  FERGUSON  FUN; 
MICHIGAN  AVENUE  BRIDGE  HOUSJ 
THIS  GATEWAY  AS  FAMOUS  AS  THE 


RS  GIVEN  JOINTLY  BY  WILLIAM 
>  TRUSTEES  TO  EMBELLISH  FOUR 
5,  MARKS  FIRST  STEP  IN  MAKING 
PLACE  DE  LA  CONCORDE  IN  PARIS 


builder  of  the  Northwest,  James  J.  Hill,  will 
come  true,  that  when  the  Pacific  Coast  has 
twenty  million  population,  Chicago  will  be  the 
metropolis  of  the  world. 
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Sculptural  treatment  of  four  Michigan  Avenue  bridge  houses 
commemorating  Fort  Dearborn  and  the  first  vohite  man's 
house  in  Chicago  —  Donation  of  William  W rigley  Jr. ,  and 
Ferguson  Fund  trustees. 
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